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TABLE 1.-Mean moi~thly  rainfall, Janiaiea, 18;&1919 (irlrht-r and 
hzoirlrfdtdtl). 
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TABLE 2.-Amual rainfall tables, 1870-1919 (iiichea and h i d w d t h s ) -  
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TABLE 3.4iimrisary of annita2 mirlfall, Jainaien, by srtbdii-isiona and 
decades ( i r t tks  and hitndredtlu). 
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NOTES, ABSTRACTS, AND REVIEWS. 

TORNADO NEAR WASHINGTON, D. C. 

A true tornado apparently originating betmreen 2 :30 and 
3:OO p. m. April 5, 1923, in the nortliern port.ion of Rock 
Creek Park, Washington, L). C., tibout 5 niiles from the 
United States Capitol, moretl thence iiort,hesstivnrtl, 
crossing the Baltimore and Ohio Rnilrcjacl tmcks d>out :i 
quarter-mile north of the Silrer Spring stnt,ioii, hltl., 
and continued thence north-northeast for about 1 1 miles. 
Its path was from 100 to 250 ynrcls in width: a funnel- 
shaped cloud was seen by some obserurrs. Four persons 
were seriously injured , seven houses were demcrlished, and 
about a dozen more suffered some dnninge. The prop- 
erty loss is estimated at $100,000. 

A t  the time this storm occurrecl a vigorous cvcloiic w:is 
moving northeastwarcl, with its center probably betwee,n 
200 and 300 miles distant., in a nort.hwesterly direction. 
The morning ma ( 8 : O O  a. m.) showed the center in 
southern Ohio, t E e sen-level pressure near the cent,cr 
being .about 29.55 inches; the evening chart of t,he day 
(S:OO p. m.) located the center in the north celitral part 
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of New York, with pressure about 39.46 inches. The trace 
of the si hon barograph a t  the Washington office shows a 
mpid fa 1 in pressure and an even more ra id rise about 
the t,inie the st,orm occurred, the marke clip and rise 
cosering about 45 minutes. The trace indicates 29.43 
inches st, 2 : O O  p. m., lowest, 29.34, about 2:35, and return 
to 39.45 by 3:45 and Lo 29.45 by 2:55 (all being station 
pressures-reduction to sen-level, about + 0.12). 

The thermograph trace shows a sharp fall of about 
9' (73' to 63') about the time the tornado formed. The 
wind, from south-soutlieilst,, 18 t.0 16 miles per hour, 

the period 2 : O O  t,o 2:40, shifted to west-north- 

velocity of t.hc day, 30 miles. Light rain began at the 
Wnshington office 3 2 7  p. m., but became heavy only 
nt 322 ,  mmy minutes atter the sharp pressure changes, 
t,he drop in temperature, and the shift in wind had oc- 
curred: in 13 minutes, enclinv 3:34, 0.13 inch fell, then 
the rnin returned t,o light, anzcontinued so till it  ceased, 
at  S : l O  p. m.-H. (1'. H. 

R B 

west [luring6 y 2:45, and itt ubout 350 reached the hghest 


